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2021 BSHM Congress 

Wednesday 15th -  Saturday 18th September

The Diamond Building, University of Sheffield

Wikipedia Commons

Fom top left to right: The Diamond, Sheffield Town Hall, St Paul's Tower from Arundel Gate, Meadowhall shopping centre, Sheffield Station and Sheaf Square, , the

Crucible Theatre, Rivelin Valley, The Women of Steel statue

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rivelin_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_of_Steel
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Mike Collins
President BSHM

(2019-2021)

I am looking forward to welcoming members and

guests to my adopted city. The Congress is open to

all who share a passion for the history of medicine.

The Congress promises to be a feast of history and

a wonderful opportunity to share in the

endeavours of our research in addition to listening

to the expert keynote speakers. For those who have

not yet registered please go to Aesculap. 

This is my last “Letter from the President” before I

step down from the role at the Congress in

Sheffield. This gives me the opportunity of

thanking the officers and the team of editors and

leads who have given freely of their time and

talents in the advance of the BSHM and of

supporting me in my role over the last two years.

Letter from the President

BSHM |  AUGUST 2021

Dear Members and Friends,

We are delighted that the 2021 Congress will take place

at the University of Sheffield on the 15th to the 18th

September and that this will proceed in-person in the

Diamond Building as planned.  The accommodation in

the Diamond Building is modern with ample space in

each lecture room, important considerations as we

emerge from the pandemic. Delegates will receive

information two weeks before the Congress advising

them on the up-to-date precautions that will be in place

during the event.  

The Congress programme will be busy with over 60

papers and 7 keynote lectures spread over 3 days. The

names of each keynote speaker and the provisional titles

and dates of their presentations are given on the BSHM

website. In addition, sessions of short papers devoted to

the Congress themes and a wide range of general topics

in the history of medicine will take place each day.

Posters will be on display throughout the Congress. The

detailed Congress programme is in the process of being

finalised.

The officers were greatly heartened by the number,

range and quality of abstract submissions for oral and

poster presentations. It is commendable that medical

historians have been busy during lockdown despite the

fact that libraries, archives and other sources of

information have not been available. The difficult task of

reviewing the abstracts has been undertaken by a team

of experienced reviewers and I take this opportunity of

thanking them. 

The social programme will provide time to relax and

enjoy ourselves away from the busy Congress. Functions

have been arranged for all three evenings and will

include a Welcome Reception and Quiz on Wednesday

the 15th, a visit to Kelham Island Industrial Museum

including supper on Thursday the 16th and dinner that

has been re-arranged to take place at the uniquely

famous Cutlers Hall on Friday the 17th.

http://aesculap-academia.eventbritestudio.com/147622554033
http://bshm.org.uk/congress-2021/
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The British Society for the History of Medicine Biennial Congress 

"The Diamond" 

The University of Sheffield

Wednesday 15th - Saturday 18th September 2021

Key themes

History of Medicine in the Workplace History of Pandemics History of

Nursing

Innovation in Medical Engineering

 

Undergraduate students

Prizes are awarded by the John Blair Trust for the best oral and poster

presentations

BSHM Biennial Congress: Sheffield 15th - 18th September

IMPORTANT:

Closing date for registration: 10 September 2021

https://bshm.org.uk/congress-2021/
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The Growth of the Sheffield Steel and Cutlery Industry and the Development of Occupational Diseases: John
Dornan Retired Occupational Physician
The Dirty, the Idle, the Drunken and the Disorderly: People, Public Health, Politics and Philanthropy in 19th
Century Sheffield: Chris Corker Lecturer York University
Disease, Accident and Disaster in Coal Mines and the Mines Inspectorate: Joan Gaunt Retired General
Practitioner

Imagining pandemics now… and then: a century of medical failure: Mark Honigsbaum Senior Lecturer in
Journalism University of London
The Art of Nursing: A History of Contradictions:  Christine Hallett Professor of the Nursing History Huddersfield
University

The CT Scanner - one of the greatest medical engineering developments of the 20th century:  Liz Beckmann
Lanmark Medical UK
The Mechanics of Science, how Orthopaedics and Engineering go step in step: Sean P. F. Hughes Emeritus
Professor of Orthopaedics Imperial College

The biennial Congress will give you a chance to meet up with old friends and make new ones whilst pursuing
your interest in the history of medicine.

Themes and Keynote lectures (provisional titles)
 

Thursday 16th September Theme: The History of Medicine in the Workplace

Friday 17th September Themes:  History of Pandemics. 
History of Nursing

Saturday 18th September Theme: The History of Innovation in Medical Engineering

Over 60 short papers and posters on the themes of the Congress and on a wide range of general topics in the
history of medicine will be scheduled through the three days of the Congress

 
Booking (single or 3 day) please go to Aesculap's website

For further Congress information please go to the BSHM website.
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BSHM Biennial Congress: Sheffield 15th - 18thSeptember

IMPORTANT:
Some events require prior booking in addition to the booking for the Congress.

Reception and Quiz Evening Wednesday 15 September

 Kelham Island Industrial Museum 
Thursday 16 September

http://aesculap-academia.eventbritestudio.com/147622554033
https://bshm.org.uk/congress-2021/
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"Cutlers’ Hall is the most prestigious dinner venue in Sheffield. The Hall provides the perfect backdrop by adding
an element of grandeur with its breath-taking architecture and lavish features."

Dinner at Cutlers' Hall Friday 17 September

Limited availability: Separate booking required

The Cutlers' Hall where the Congress Dinner will take place on Friday the 17th September is the home of the
Company of Cutlers in Hallamshire, the historic name for Sheffield and the district to the west of the city.  The
Company of Cutlers was incorporated in 1642 and for almost four hundred years has sought to maintain the
standards and quality of Sheffield manufactured cutlery and steel products and to promote the name of
Sheffield. 

The original Act of Parliament in 1624 gave the Company jurisdiction over “all persons using to make Knives,
Scissors, Sickles, Cutlery wares and all other wares and manufacture made of wrought of yron and steele,
dwelling or inhabiting within the said Lordship and Liberty of Hallamshire, or within six miles compasse of
the same”. This remit has been extended over the years to include a wide range of trades, notably
steelmaking in 1860.  The Company has been based on the current site since 1838. Members of the Company
are called Freemen. A Master Cutler is elected each year. The Master Cutler for 2011-2012 was Pamela
Liversidge, the first woman to hold the position. 

The current Hall is the third building to have been built on the site and is a Grade II listed building. The annual
Cutlers Feast takes place in the Hall and is attended by politicians, representatives from industry, the Civil
Service, the military, City of London livery companies and Freemen of the Company of Cutlers. The Feast,
presided over by the Master Cutler, is an opportunity to showcase the city and the region as a centre for high
quality manufacturing. In the past the Feast is said to have extended over three days! 

It is fitting that the Congress Dinner of the 29th Congress of the BSHM will take place in the historic
surroundings of the Cutlers' Hall, acknowledging the rich history of medicine in the workplace.



1. The name Sheffield is derived from two words: Sheaf (the river) and field (a forest clearing).

2. Mary Queen of Scots was held in Sheffield for 14 years, the longest period of her imprisonment in any one place.

3. The population of Sheffield rose from 80,000 in 1810 to 400,000 in 1900.

4. A cholera epidemic in 1832 claimed 402 lives in the town, later commemorated by the Cholera Monument seen

close to the railway station.

5. The Great Sheffield Flood in 1864 resulting from the bursting of the Dale Dyke reservoir killed 240 people.

6. One third of the city lies with the Peak District National Park; Sheffield is the only UK city with a National Park

within its boundary.

7. Henderson’s Relish, a local Sheffield favourite, is suitable for vegetarians because it does not contain anchovies,

unlike other similar sauces.

8. Half of the surgical blades used in the world are made in Sheffield.

9. Hallam football ground at Sandygate is the oldest football ground in the world in continuous use .

10. Picture Sheffield  contains over 100,000 historic images of Sheffield and the surrounding area. 
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Did you know? 10 Historical Facts about Sheffield

Rivelin Valley

https://www.picturesheffield.com/
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BSHM Blog Snapshots from medical history, mystery objects, short biographies and

spirits of place, BSHM blogs range from scholarly to curious and practical.

Blog editor Lee Coppack, a journalist by background and facilitator of the

history fellows of the faculty at the Society of Apothecaries, welcomes

contributions of 300-400 words. Contact her at lee@coppack.co.uk. 

Lee Coopack

The BSHM and Book Review Editor are grateful to all the book reviewers for

their efforts.

BSHM Book Reviews

Bill Dibb

BSHM Book Review Editor

Guidelines

BSHM Social Media

Laura Robson-Mainwaring and Lian McCall

BSHM Social Media Editors

https://bshm.org.uk/book-reviews/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/brithistmed/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/brithistmed/
https://twitter.com/brithistmed?lang=en
https://bshm.org.uk/blog/
https://bshm.org.uk/book-reviews/guidelines/
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In April, the BSHM launched our new online only,
peer reviewed, open access journal Topics in the
History of Medicine, or THoM for short. The
journal is now catalogued and digitally preserved
by the British Library. You can find THoM on our
website under the journal tab. If you have not yet
had the opportunity to read the papers in the
inaugural issue on the theme of ‘History of
Medicine at Sea’ you can find the relevant articles
at current issue. Please let us know what you
think – your feedback is always welcome.

We intend to publish the next issue of THoM in
2022. The papers for the second issue, as for the
first, will be based on oral presentations given at
the forthcoming biennial Congress in Sheffield.
On this occasion, we will be inviting presenters
from the two major themes of the Congress that
attracted most abstract submissions – ‘History of
Medicine in the Workplace’ and ‘History of
Pandemics’ – to submit manuscripts for
publication in the journal. General guidance for
authors and specific instructions for manuscript
preparation can be found at THoMS Guidance
and Manuscript. 

Topics in the History of Medicine

Edward Wawrzynczak,
BSHM Journal Editor
editorial@bshm.org.uk

The Officers and THoM’s Editorial Board are
pleased to announce that Dr William Parker has
kindly agreed to act as our Guest Editor for the
next issue. Will is currently British Heart
Foundation Clinical Training Fellow, Department
of Infection, Immunity and Cardiovascular
Disease at the University of Sheffield, and a
member of the Executive Committee of the
Faculty of the History and Philosophy of Medicine
and Pharmacy at the Society of Apothecaries,
London. We look forward to working closely with
him on the next step of this exciting venture.

https://bshm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/thom-v1-1-2.pdf
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/v1/
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/guidance/
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/guidance/
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/manuscript/
mailto:editorial@bshm.org.uk
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/editorial/
https://bshm.org.uk/thom/editorial/
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BSHM on the Frontline; Turning our Attention Back to the
Cardiovascular Pandemic 

Working in cardiology it has been fascinating, if
disturbing, to observe the many effects of the
coronavirus pandemic. Seeing our specialist
cardiology wards turned to COVID care was an
experience I won’t forget. As we Doctors wafted in
and out, I was genuinely moved by the cheerful
stoicism of the ward nurses and their team
working in extremely challenging conditions in
the eerie, visitor-less quiet.

As things gradually return to normal, we face a
huge backlog. Most alarmingly, the pandemic has
meant many patients who might normally
present quickly to hospital have refrained from
doing so. 

When heart attacks caused by acute total
occlusion of a coronary artery occur, it’s possible to
recognise this early, bring the patient straight to a
specialist centre and open the artery using a
technique known as primary percutaneous
coronary intervention. Even in the relatively short
‘history’ of my career, this has gone from rarely-
performed to universally-available. However, it
relies on patients seeking help early. If they don’t,
not all the heart muscle supplied by that artery
can be salvaged. These large infarcts can lead to
particularly severe complications, and these seem
to be occurring at a rate more familiar to our
forebears than we’ve been used to. 

William Parker
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Dr William Parker
PhD DHMSA MRCP
Clinical Research Fellow in Cardiology, University of Sheffield

Member: Society Apothecaries, Osler Club of London, British
Society for the History of Pharmacy

Recently visiting the stacks in the newly-reaccessible
University library here in Sheffield to find an
unrelated journal article, I came across a cache of
local public health reports from the mid 19th to mid
20th century. These include some wonderfully styled
pie charts of the city’s causes of death from the 1930s.
I am not sure I would have guessed that
cardiovascular disease was the commonest cause of
death by 1938, yet it was, only to become of
increasing frequency as the 20th century progressed.
For interest, I had a go at creating a same-style chart
using publicly-available data for 2019, applying the
same categories. With many caveats, it seems we are
at least over the pandemic’s ‘peak’, with rates of
cardiovascular death now well below pre-WW2
levels. Let us hope we can keep it that way despite
the disruption of the ‘other’ pandemic.

I’ve used the word ‘pandemic’ now several times
in this piece already and, indeed, it has now
entered the popular vocabulary. Whilst clearly
associated most with infectious disease, it can in
fact relate to any condition. It is generally
acknowledged that we’ve been living through a
prolonged pandemic of cardiovascular disease for
some time now.

Forced to flee!

Anjna Harrar
GP, London (28 August 2021)

As part of the  'Kindertransport'  many children
arrived in the UK between 1938 and 1939 to escape
Nazi persecution.[1]  The health risks for refugees
are well-known.[2] According to Barbara Winton,
one boy, named Hansi Beck, sadly died later from
complications of an inner ear infection.[1] Dental
surgeon John Zamet (1932-2007), focussed his
research on adults, refugee dental surgeons in the
UK, and concluded that their skills were a missed
opportunity for improving the ordinary quality of
interwar British dental surgery.[3]

 "Barbara Winton- Kindertransport Story". www.barbarawinton.co.uk. Retrieved 30 August 2021
 "RCPCH statement on the situation in Afghanistan". RCPCH. Retrieved 28 August 2021.
 Weindling, Paul (1 December 2009). "Medical Refugees in Britain and the Wider World, 1930–1960: Introduction".
Social history of medicine : the journal of the Society for the Social History of Medicine / SSHM. 22 (3): 451–459.
doi:10.1093/shm/hkp098. ISSN 0951-631X. PMID 26166947

References:
1.
2.
3.

Courtesy: The Holocaust museum in Washington  - Hansi Beck

The Afghan citizens’ resettlement scheme (2021) will
welcome up to 5,000 Afghans to the UK, who have
been forced to flee the country, in its first year, with
up to a total of 20,000 in the long-term, according to
gov.uk. Some medical organisations have raised their
concerns.[2] Many of those forced to flee have already
begun to access primary care, as I saw register this
week, revealing  medical conditions, and effects of
trauma and other vulnerabilities. Several are women
and children and some will be medical personnel. 

Courtesy:gov.uk 
Personnel are deploying to assist with the drawdown of British nationals in
Afghanistan.

https://www.holocaust.org.uk/kindertransport-overview
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dental_surgeons
http://www.barbarawinton.co.uk/kts.htm
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/rcpch-statement-situation-afghanistan
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4496448/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1093%2Fshm%2Fhkp098
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0951-631X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMID_(identifier)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26166947
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/afghan-citizens-resettlement-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/afghan-citizens-resettlement-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/military-operation-established-to-support-the-drawdown-of-british-nationals-from-afghanistan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/military-operation-established-to-support-the-drawdown-of-british-nationals-from-afghanistan
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Message from John Blair 

I first became interested in history when I was taught it at our form 6

at Dundee High School. Interest went up and I was asked to write

medical history books, and these led to becoming a member of first

the Scottish and then of the British Society for the History of Medicine

(BSHM). Led by Dr John Cule, I became an organiser and had help

from the Wellcome Institute in London.

In 2007 our BSHM was held in Dundee, 80 took part. I became

President then. Total costs were £4000. From then I have kept

working and helping. The International Society came next, and my

wife and I loved going to ISHM meetings in the USA, Canada, India,

Italy, Spain, and Algeria. We had our Annual General Meetings in Paris,

and the happiness of these remains.

Retired early from being a consultant surgeon in the National Health

Service in 1990 gave me the free time to write, study and lecture. In

our Medical Schools everywhere history has been a greatly developed

interest and schools now have medical history lectures during their

undergraduate course. Here my own teaching was first at St Andrews

University and then at Dundee University. Military Medical History I

enjoyed, and now we have a Friends of Millbank group of importance

in that field.

Our medical history now ranks well up the scale in the History world.

2

The Trust supports cash prizes for the best oral and poster presentations by undergraduate students at the

BSHM Congress in Sheffield 15th to 18th September 2021. For registration details and links to the Congress

please the JBT webpage.

The Trust also offers a limited number of small travel grants to enable undergraduate students to

participate in the Congress.

JBTThe John Blair Trust

BSHM Congress Prizes and Travel Grants 

John Blair
Past President

BSHM

https://bshm.org.uk/congress-2021/


Sir William Osler’s Last Patient
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In September 1919, Sir William was on a trip to Scotland on behalf of the University Grants 

Committee. He was also asked to see a patient in Glasgow, by the name of Mrs Fulton Martin. Apart from

the name little was known about her, and as a Glaswegian myself I undertook the challenge to try and

find out more about her. Another piece of information from Osler’s Day Book recorded his fee for the

consultation as 500 guineas. That would be more than enough to buy a substantial house around

Glasgow at that time, and is roughly equivalent to £27,000 today. So clearly, Mrs Fulton Martin either had

money herself or had generous wealthy friends. Finally, Osler had written to colleagues saying that she

had ‘all sorts of erythematous skin lesions’, but no diagnosis was suggested.

Using my local knowledge, the first place to look for

wealthy deceased Glaswegians is the Necropolis, a

huge Victorian burial ground near the centre of the

city. A headstone to Bethia Wiley, the wife of Hugh

Fulton Martin was found. The Scottish custom of

referring to a lady’s pre-marriage name was helpful,

and the first question to answer was whether she was

a Wiley of ‘Wiley and Lochhead’. Wiley and Lochhead

are a Glasgow institution; they started business as

undertakers and cabinetmakers, then moved into

(very smart) furniture manufacture, and from there

opened large department stores in Glasgow and

other Scottish cities. Bethia was the daughter of

Adam Wiley, managing director of the firm; but

whose main interest was yachting on the Clyde, at

which he excelled. He famously defeated King George

V who was skippering the Royal yacht Britannia in the

Clyde regatta in 1920.

The Martins were leather manufacturers, but having

discovered a method of waterproofing leather, Zug

leather, they had an international business supplying

boots, footballs and harnesses.

The information on the gravestone allowed the death certificate to be obtained which showed that Bethia
had died of angio-neurotic oedema, chronic nephritis and had enlarged mediastinal lymph glands, so the
likely diagnosis is systemic lupus erythematosis. A touching aspect of the case was that the death certificate
was signed by Dr Agnes Cameron, who had been probably a girlhood friend of Bethia: she had been her
bridesmaid. There was no treatment in those days and Bethia died in January 1920, four months after the
consultation.

Image of Bethia: courtesy of Jonathan Wiley Martin 

Graham Kyle 
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Graham Kyle 

Past President Osler Cub of London

Vice President, History of Medicine

Society of Wales.

She was of course predeceased by Sir William, who

died at the end of December 1919. His train journey

back from Scotland was interrupted at Newcastle by

a national rail strike, and he had to complete the

journey to Oxford by car which took over 24 hours. It

was this journey which led to the chest infection

which eventually developed into bronchi-pneumonia

and empyema which led to his demise.

Hugh and Bethia had a son, William Wylie Martin; a

name which allowed me to trace him, as a scholar at

Fettes College and as a Captain in the Royal Artillery,

through to his purchase and working of a farm in the

northeast of Scotland. This farm business is still run

by Bethia’s great-grandsons...who confirmed that I

had found the correct Mrs Martin...comments about

the amount of the fee had been passed down the

family through the generations.

Image: billiongraves.com 



Benjamin Jesty has been described as ‘the man

history forgot’. No longer. Patrick analysed

relevant primary sources with an innovative

approach. He has presented his findings several

times, and detailed the background surrounding

Jesty’s life. He has revealed the geographic extent

of awareness of Jesty in Georgian England,

explored links with Edward Jenner, confirmed

Jesty's priority, and has sought to establish his

Intellectual Property for the earlier use of a

prototype vaccine.

Jenner brought vaccination to the world. That

achievement will always take precedence, but the

findings of Patrick's research suggest that Jesty's

endeavours may have had more influence than is

commonly supposed.

2
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BSHM Member in Demand

The increase in hits on the website of Patrick Pead

of the West Sussex History Society, from around the

globe has he believes resulted from the current

publicity surrounding vaccines for COVID-19, and

interest in the origins of vaccination. Recently,

Patrick was asked to advise the BBC on content for

a radio podcast on Benjamin Jesty, the ingenious

Dorset farmer who used cowpox to protect his

family against smallpox in 1774. This account was

published nationally in July 2021.[1] Since then he

has made two appearances in a short BBC film on

Jesty for the South West and Southern region local

news programmes. Interestingly, he also featured

in the Times of India.[2]

Anjna Harrar
Honorary Secretary BSHM

References:

 1. "Benjamin Jesty: The unsung hero of vaccination". BBC News. 14 July 2021.

Retrieved 21 August 2021

2. Choudhury, Sushmita (14 May 2021). "Two centuries of vaccines — and we are still

learning - Times of India". The Times of India. Retrieved 21 August 2021.

3. Pead, Patrick John (19 December 2019). Benjamin Jesty, the Grandfather of

Vaccination. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. ISBN 978-1-5275-4382-9.

The restored oil
portrait of Benjamin

Jesty 
Wellcome Library,

London

Patrick is familiar to many BSHM members; his

book ‘Benjamin Jesty: The Grandfather of

Vaccination’ appeared in the BSHM book reviews

in 2017. Microbiologist turned detective, Patrick

came across Benjamin Jesty's story in 1985 whilst

on holiday in Dorset, where he picked up a booklet

in a village shop in Worth Matravers entitled

Benjamin Jesty: The First Vaccinator. It led him to

track down the only portrait of Jesty in South Africa.

Patrick Pead,
Microbiologist

Member: West Sussex
History Society,

http://www.benjaminjesty.com/
https://wshoms.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-57460445
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-57460445
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/two-centuries-of-vaccines-and-we-are-still-learning/articleshow/82608219.cms
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Benjamin_Jesty_the_Grandfather_of_Vaccin/IMfHDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=patrick+pead&printsec=frontcover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-5275-4465-9
https://bshm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Benjamin-Jesty.pdf


Scottish Society of the History of 
Medicine 
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Dentists, Doctors and their Hobbies

Future dental historians will wonder about what

history was being researched and recorded during

the British Covid-19 lockdown; or indeed if any

such activities were undertaken. What would we

want them to know? How will we tell them.

Reading contemporary newspapers will suggest to

them that in our time there was mass hysteria,

with doctors and dentists following the rest of the

population and hibernating, not to be seen until it

was all over.

Of course we all know that this was not the

actuality. Perusal of our Newsletter or medical

and dental journals, as well as emails etc from

learned societies, will demonstrate clearly that

historians of medicine were very active, albeit in a

different way than previously. We could tell them

that a multitude of lectures were cancelled. Of

course, without the benefit of hindsight, many of

us perhaps thought it was the end of such

activities and society after society would fail. But

that was not to be. Very soon the technical people

amongst us turned to electronics, and zoom and

other means of taking lectures into the home were

produced. 
Stanley Gelbier
Professor and Head of the Unit for the History of

Dentistry, KCL

Member Lindsay Society for the History of Dentistry

2

This year has been difficult but despite this the
Society flourishes with an increase in membership
and excellent attendances at our online Zoom
meetings. The March meeting was devoted to the
highly successful symposium on the Teaching of
Anatomy and there is every possibility that a book
may be produced to record the varied, scholarly
contributions for a wider readership. 

An editorial team of Andreas Demetriades, Iain
Macintyre, Hilary Morris and Tllli Tansey has been
assembled and a proposal has been submitted
to an academic publisher.

Neil MacGillivray

Of course they are not as good as going to a

lecture because, apart from anything else, the

social mixing is lost; the place where we can

share and develop ideas. On the other hand,

people who previously couldn’t get to lectures,

because of infirmity or distance, suddenly

found they could ‘attend’ many such lectures

and other events. 
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In May we had not one but two Haldane Tait

Lectures, although sadly without the customary

dinner. The postponed 2020 Lecture was given by

psychiatrist, Professor Antony Pelosi, University of

Glasgow, whose fascinating lecture was entitled:

Personality and Fatal Disease: exposing a Scientific

Scandal. For the 2021 Lecture we were privileged to

hear Dr Christopher Gardner-Thorpe, clinical

neurologist and historian, whose erudite lecture

had the intriguing title: Thoughts into Words: An

Exploration. Both lectures stimulated considerable

discussion with at one point a member revealing a

family relationship to Walter de la Mare!

The June meeting normally visits centres other

than Edinburgh and Glasgow but of necessity

because of the pandemic, on this occasion we went

online to the Scottish Highlands and Islands:

Professor Ewen Cameron, Professor of Scottish

History at the University of Edinburgh spoke on Dr

Lachlan Grant: Highland Politics and Medicine.

Grant was a dedicated general practitioner in

Ballachulish, a village notable for the fact that it had

an industry, slate quarrying, and industries have not

been a feature of the Highland economy at that

time or indeed later. Grant also became involved in

the politics of industrial action when the quarriers

went on strike and later he became involved in the

wider aspects of Highland economic development

or perhaps lack thereof might be more accurate.

The President’s topic was Poor Law Doctors and the

Case of Dr Walter Jefferiss, Sleat, Isle of Skye, a

Parochial Medical Officer who fell foul of the local

landlord who in reality ruled the Poor Law Board

and who engineered Dr Jefferiss removal for

alleged neglect of his duties. 
Neil MacGillivray
President SSHM

There was widespread condemnation in the

medical press of this action, but there was no

redress for the unfortunate Dr Jefferiss who after a

brief spell as a Poor Law Doctor in Central Scotland,

headed south and became a successful, respected

practitioner in Kent.

In a new initiative the Council has been encouraged

to identify and record archives throughout Scotland

which have items of medical historical interest. This

idea originated with one of our Vice – Presidents:

Professor Gordon Lowe of Glasgow University who

suggested that council members investigate and

record archival material not only in the three Royal

Colleges but also in universities, cities, and towns

throughout Scotland. The University of Glasgow has

been especially successful in recording digitally it’s

medical historical past  in a record entitled: A

Significant Medical History: This exciting new

project is already producing great results and in

time these will be available online linked to the

Society’s website.

https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/medicine/mus/ourfacilities/history/
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I am a retired orthopaedic surgeon who trained at

The Middlesex Hospital and the Royal National

Orthopaedic Hospital and undertook research at the

Mayo Clinic. I was appointed to the chair of

orthopaedic surgery at the University of Edinburgh

and later became Vice President of the Royal College

of Surgeons of Edinburgh. In the 1990’s I was invited

back to Imperial College London and became head

of Surgery, Anaesthetics and Intensive Care. My

clinical interests were in spinal surgery and

musculoskeletal infections, while my research areas

included the microcirculation of bone and the study

of intervertebral disc degeneration and outcomes

from spinal surgery.

We moved to the Cotswolds and lived in a

marvellous 400-year-old house where there was the

freedom and freshness of the countryside. Both the

Galapagos and Antarctica lived up to every

expectation if not more, but the study of history took

a bit longer. I enrolled at the Apothecaries for the

DHMSA and the following year for the DPMSA. These

helpful courses encouraged me to proceed to a

Masters in medical history at King’s College London.

Christopher Gardner-Thorpe who at that time ran

the DHMSA also persuaded me to give the Biennial

Keats lecture which enhanced my understanding of

John Keats and has led to several publications in that

area.

Following retirement my

ambitions were to move to

the countryside, travel to

the Galapagos in Darwin’s

wake and put a foot on

Antarctica, to understand

where Scott and his

colleagues had been. 

I have approached this year as president of the

History of Medicine Society with as great deal of

excitement and some trepidation. Tilli Tansey’s

programme was outstanding, and she is always a

hard act to follow.

A more detached ambition was to spend time in

pursuit of my long-time interest, medical history.

The first three parts were relatively easy. 

Professor Sean P. F. Hughes 2021 - 2022

History of Medicine Society

https://www.rsm.ac.uk/sections/history-of-medicine-society/?_cldee=c2VhbmZyYW5jaXNodWdoZXNAaW1wZXJpYWwuYWMudWs%3d&recipientid=contact-74fad581fc22e911a8a600224800449b-b8e5c2d6807b4f52a6a4c8ef9012fee7&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ACD.HS.webinars&esid=54759fd0-2ae6-eb11-bacb-0022481a7e86
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Another development this year is the inauguration of the Sarah Hughes lecture funded by the Sarah Hughes

Trust. The lecture is to commemorate Sarah who died aged 48 from breast cancer and was an historian and

journalist. The lectures will be held annually at the RSM under the auspices of the History of Medicine Society

and this year will be delivered on Friday 3 December 2021 by Jed Mercurio. 

I do hope you will have time to come to the evenings and take part in the lecture series.  2021-22 is going to be

a real opportunity to return to some degree of normality but more importantly will show how vital the history

of medicine is to our lives. I look forward welcoming you at the society’s meetings.

This year as well as the president’s evening meetings we

have started a lecture series which will be delivered by

webinar at 1700-1900 on the first Wednesday of the month.

Medical history is a growth subject, and many people have a

real interest in it but may not have the time to study it in

depth. This lecture series is aimed at people who want to

understand medical history and who may be enthused by

the lectures to read further into the subject and perhaps

even go on to take the DHMSA or a degree at a university.

Francis Dodd, An Operation at the Military

Hospital, Endell Street, 1921 wellcome Collection

2021 -2022 Lecture Series

https://www.rsm.ac.uk/events/history-of-medicine/2021-22/hsq07/
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It is a privilege to be the incoming President of the

Osler Club of London. I was once an undergraduate in

history of medicine, mentored by the late Professor of

History of Medicine, Roy Porter, who told me that he

chose my essay on the controversial surgical

treatments of tuberculosis as an entry for the

prestigious Norah Schuster Prize, because it dealt

with the subject with regards to the context of its

time. This concept is covered in our first lecture, with

the controversy over decisions made by the

physicians of John Keats, to be presented by  a world

authority on Keats,  Professor Sean P. F. Hughes, and

timed to fit in with the bicentenary of John Keats'

death. 

John Keats (1795-1821) and his
Doctors

21 October 2021

The last one and a half years has brought to attention

the question of the state of public health in the United

Kingdom. Professor Gabriel Scally, trained and

experienced in public health, will speak on the early

days of the COVID-19 pandemic and his lecture is

simply and boldly titled "PUBLIC HEALTH" (25

November 2021).

In 1887, a young Indian arrived at Queen Victoria’s

court from Agra, a city where I have loved ones. The

relationship between the elderly queen and her Indian

servant, Abdul Karim, caused a storm in court,

recorded faithfully by her Royal Physician, Sir James

Reid, who was often caught at the centre of it. 

Journalist Shrabani Basu, who had access 

to the Queen's Hindustani journals, the 

diaries of Sir James and that of Karim, will join us in

the new year.

I had not given serious thought to some of 

the challenges that some women face, until I

became the subject of a PhD. In March 2022, Rohan

Collier, philosopher and expert on equality, will

consider processes relating to discrimination. She

will address issues around sexual harassment and

also policies on service delivery. Illustrations will be

taken from specific cases relating to those who have

experienced harassment, domestic violence, racist

crime or homophobic attacks.

"Developing Service
Delivery Policies that meet

People’s Needs"
10 March 2021

Later events include talks on how a number of young

black men came to be at 'Broadmoor', a high-security

psychiatric hospital, in the 1980s. It will be addressed

through personal memoirs of Dr Aggrey Burke, the

first black consultant psychiatrist appointed by the

NHS, and who lectured at the medical school from

which I had graduated. Welcoming Dr Burke also

brings back memories of my elective at the University

of the West Indies, Jamaica. 

The year will close with the delivery of the Osler

Oration by Professor Dame Carrie MacEwen, with a

lecture titled "Osler - what would he think today?"

Osler's thoughts and views changed as did time. This is

reflected in the minutes of the History of Medicine

Society 1912, when he was its President. More than a

hundred years later, when I took over that role, I was

fortunate to be able read those minutes.

'Munshimania': 
Queen Victoria, Abdul Karim and the Royal Physician

20 January 2022

Anjna Harrar
Incoming President 'The Osler

Club of London'

2021-2023
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The Faculty’s new diploma courses are open for registration and will offer a blend of in-person and online days,

depending on government guidelines. Please see the programme attached for the History of Medicine and the

past programme for the Philosophy of Medicine. Lecturers and course content are subject to changes. Some of

the in-person course days on the History of Medicine course will not be recorded for those who wish to take

the course purely online. 

 

There is a student rate and limited examination bursaries for undergraduates that will cover two thirds of the

examination fee. This is offered on a first-come, first-served basis. The exam fee is separate to the course and

new rates have yet to be confirmed. Please have a look at the examination pages for History and for

Philosophy.

 

Maria Ferran, 

Faculty Manager & Webmaster

AWARD

• The Prize is awarded annually for the best essay that connects contemporary medical or

veterinary practice and knowledge to 18th and 19th century medicine/comparative

anatomy/evolutionary biology in Britain, with particular relevance to the work and legacy

of John Hunter. 

• The successful applicant will receive £500 and free Fellowship of the Hunterian Society

for five years.

• All shortlisted applicants will be awarded free Fellowship of the Hunterian Society for one

year.

Note:

• The essay should be an original work of up to 2000 words, excluding references and illustrations.

• Closing date for submission is 31st August 2021. Application details
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The Hunterian Society Prize
The Hunterian Society Prize offers the opportunity to present at a meeting of the Hunterian Society and add

to one's Curriculum Vitae. 

Courses and prizes

https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-history-of-medicine/
https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-history-of-medicine/
https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-philosophy-of-medicine/
https://www.apothecaries.org/diploma-in-the-philosophy-of-medicine/
http://apothecaries.org/
https://www.apothecaries.org/
https://www.hunteriansociety.org.uk/awards/


Dr John Ward  (Poynter  lec ture  2020)  
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https://bda.org/museum/lindsay-society
https://www.friendsofmillbank.org/
https://www.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/project/collecting-covid-19/
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Mike Collins
President

Mike Davidson
Vice President and
President Elect

Stay Safe

Anjna Harrar
Honorary Secretary

Edward Wawrzynczak
Honorary Treasurer

The British Society for the History of Medicine (BSHM) and its officers are
not responsible for the views and opinions expressed by contributors to this
Newsletter

https://en-gb.facebook.com/brithistmed/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/brithistmed/
https://www.facebook.com/brithistmed/
https://twitter.com/brithistmed?lang=en

